
PREACIIE]) NOV. 28, 1850, 



AT NEWBURY, FIRST PARISH, 



BY LEONARD WIXJ:WK.GTON, 

1> A. S T 0 I!. OF THE F 1 11 S T C U 13 K C U . 



We never seem to gain a paltry advantage over them — i. e. the 

;il)()li.tionists — in debate, without attacking some of those principles, or 
deriding some of those feelings, for -which onr ancestors have shed their 
blood.— ZitH/ce'i- l^pecch on Conciliation with America. 



SECOND EDITION. 



NEWBUIIYPOIIT: 
C II A li L E S W II I P P L E . 

BOSTON : 
PEllKINS & WHIPPLE. 
18 5 1. 



THE FOLLOWING SERMONS, 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

Are for sale by tke PabMer, viz : 

COBWEBS SWEPT AWAY, or Some Popular De- 
ceptions Exposed. A Fast Day Sermon, in New- 
bury, April 6, 1837. 

THE SOUL OP MAN. A Sermon preached at the 
Tabernacle Church, Salem, April 23, 1832. 

ELECTION SERMON. At Boston, May 25, 1831. 

PURITAN MORALS DEFENDED. A Discourse 
delivered at the Dedication of the Crombie Street 
Church, in Salem, (formerly the Salem Theatre,) 
and the Installation of the Rev. William Williams, 
November 22, 1832. 

TAKE WARNING. A Sermon (to Youth) delivered 
in Newbury and in Newburyport, August, 1830. 

THE EXCELLENCE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
A Sermon, published in Boston, October, 1827. 

.ALSO,— 

MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE. 
A ThanksgiviiDg Sermon preached in Newbiiryport, 
Nov. 30, 1848. By T. W. Higginson, late Minister 
of the First Religious Society. Second Edition. 



TIIANKSGIYING SERMON: 



PK EACH ED NOV. 2 8, 185 0, 



AT NEWBURY, FIUST PARISH. 



BY LEONARD ^^ lTHl^GTO^, 

}'A.SK)K UF Tin; J IK'-T CIILK-JH 



•— Wv novci- soem train nprritry advanta^T uvor tlunr. — ir.o nt'."liiiMnir-,trt- 
.!! tU'bate, \vit!iout attackiii;^ souit; dt' tli«f«».- itrinrii.lcs, -m" (li rl.liuu' s<'!iif' df thusi 
'.'t eljiiK.-i I'or whirh uur f^lu:c^■t^.'l5 liavi- slicd their \>l>jo>\,^Burk: 's »S/'< <'(.■/< j/i co};':il>.a 
'luti of Ainrrica. 



> v. C 0 N I » i: I) I T 1 O N 



NKWBLJiVPORT; 
f 11 A 11 J. K S W II I 1> P L E 

BOSTON : 
^EKKIXS .V wiiirrLE 



SERMON. 



A BUNDLE OF MYRUIT. IS MY AVELL liELOVF.J) VNTO MB.— SoloillOn'S Soilg, 

,i : 13 — First Clause. 

There are several expressions in tlie context which 
we are apt to read without notice. The Bible is a 
book of deep meaning, and in order to be understood 
requires constant attention. W e are familiar from our 
childhood with its language and terminology, but 
not so familiar Avith its comprehensive meaning. 
Hence we slide over some important discoveries, even 
as the ignorant savage Avalks over the barren surface 
which conceals gold and silver in its native bed. 
Reading the Bible is often like gliding down a brook 
or stream where the depth varies ; sometimes the 
weeds and pebbles at the bottom are obvious, and 
sometimes they lie so deep that tlic closest attention 
is necessary to discover them. We should always 
keep our mind awake. We should always ask our- 
selves, What does this mean? Do I understand it? 
How does it apply to me ? To the inner man there is 
another sleep tlian that whicli closes the natiu'al eye. 
In the context, it is said, / have compared l/iec, O mij 
lovc,^ to a cojNjmff/y of ho?'ses in. Pharaoh's Chariots. 
Thy cheeks arc comely laith rows of jeicels ; thy neck 
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icitli rlutins ftf it'oUL We will iiidkc iiicc borders 
of o'old vitJi sin (Is of silrtr. While the KiuLr sitleth 
(it his tahlc, mif spiJ:en(ir(l srii(lefh forth the smell 
therenf — and tlicn, in our text it is saidj .1 bundle of 
myrrh, is, iSv. Yon will notice the expression and 
learn to plaee the emphasis on the righit word. It is 
not said, horses, ])nt iXeomprnnj of horses ; not jewels, 
bnt rotrs of jewels: not £rold, but rhaifis of £rold : 
and in the text it is not mvrrfi, but a Innidle of mvrrh. 
Now what is the meaning of all this ? Let us see. 

Whatever is worth doin'^^ is generally AV'orth doing 
well. ]'lven in so simple a thing as presenting a 
nosegay to a friend, you wish to mingle your roses, 
tulips, dalfodils, jon([ui[s — your rich and more deli- 
cate llowers in such a way as best to ))lease the eye 
and regale the smell. In })re{)aring a dinner, you 
have a reference to our original taste and our love 
of variety, ^J'he meat and the veg(3tables, the acid 
and the sweet, the main dishes and the dessert are all 
arranged bv some science: and Milton tells us, that 
even in Paradise our mother Eve, wlien she enter- 
tained th(j angel guest, was led by .Nature in the state 
of innocence, to sju'ead her table with a well assort- 
ed variety. She brought her inoU'ensive 7/i.'/«/i? c/nrZ 
ineathes, with all the skill of a spiritual cook. 

So sayiii|4 -with disjititchful looks in haste 
Mic turns, c>n hospitubk' tl\ouu,lits intent, 
AVhat (.•hoiec to elioosc for dclicary best 
Wliat onler so contrived as n()t to mix 
Taste?, not AveU joined, inelegant, but brincr 
Taaite after taste upheld by kiiidiicst chaugc. 



This skillful mixture is the trnost nature. It 
briuus all the elements of realization into one pieee. 
[ liave read hooks of real power and merit, wfiieli 
have tailed i)ecause they were not bu/idh s of inyrrli ; 
tlicy were not roirs of jewels : that is, they did not 
mingle the sot\ and the severe, the light and the 
shade, the agitation and the repose, as God has mixed 
them in the universe. Have you not seen, on some 
summer day, when darkness veiled tlie noontide sun 
and vapors loaded the air, how all tlie clouds thick- 
ened into the deepest gloom, how the thunders grum- 
bled at a distance — how in the course of the after- 
noon, deeper and deeper the awful noise a})proached 
— peal on peal — flash after (lash — enlarging— 
deepening — mingling — until the storm seemed to 
rend the heavens, and threaten universal ruin ? Then 
wiien the tem})est hnd s})ent its force, the cloud would 
roll to tli(» east, hangiuLT ov(n' the waters — ])resenting 
its ])eautirul l)ow. And when the evening came, 
the moon would rise — scarc(^ a zephyr breathes — 
all nature sinks into th(j svv'eetcst repose, as if she 
were and)itious to civ(; us all her varieties in a simile 
day, and reL^'^le us with the capacious basket of her 
collected sweets. }le (t ppiunit l}i the moon Jhr sea- 
so/ts : (he snn knoirf (h, his 'join is ffoinf. l^hon ))i(il:(sl 
(lorlniess and if is lu'shf : ir/irrdji all fJtf hmsts of the 
fn/'fsl do i'i'f'f p ftr/h. The ijounw lioas roar afbr 
fhf ir prrij and scf l: their nuat from (iod. lite sun 
arisf fit, ttif \] isather thf ,'Nselrrs to'jt thrr^ and lay tin ni 
d>})rn i)i tJu'ir dens. Man isof.tJi forlli nnto his ivoric 



and to his labor nnlil the tvcniit^;. O Lord, how 
ma}\'d'nld arc thy irarLs ! in visf/n/tf ]i<(st thou made 
tluiii all: Ihv mrtli is f all of thtj rirhfs. 

Hilt, il" it is iiiiportc'iiit to iiKikc this natural and 
skillful luixlmi) in material tliiuiis. Iiou' nnicli mure 
important is it, when we pn-sent a reliLnous or jjoliti- 
cal system to tlu; reason and action of maidvind ! 
Then you want your l>t(Hdlc of myrrli ; that is, not 
one. or two iuizrc^dients oi' trutli, l)Ut sucli a union; 
such a comprehension of needed verities, as may 
command the faith and inspire the conduct of all 
your followers. Thousands of philosophers liavc 
failed hy presenting a false ])latform. They had 
some truth, })erha])s, but they mixed it with much 
error. Their com[)Osition was lalse and self-destruc- 
tive. Their tune was full of discords, and izratetl on 
th(; ear. It nmrht connnand admiration for a time ; 
hut. to chauLMj tlu; fiiiure, tin* drv-rot was in the swstem 
and the whole edifice wa.s sun^ to crund)le at last. Jn- 
sl(\'uJ of heiuLT a bundle of myrrh, it wiis a ])undle con- 
tainin^ a lew spriirs of myrrh, tied uj) in a fra.il string, 
with worm-wood, ])ii.:;-weed, garlic, and all those nau- 
seous herbs, wliich only make the beauty more de- 
formed ;ind the fraLinmce more disLnistinu". \\ h(Ui vou 
prestMil a j»ialform to command the as-^ent ol' mankind 
to aiiv important ijieasur<', and cnlculnhMi to insure a 
last urj; uni<ui. remember the (.->. nres^ions of our eont''Xt 
— A roi/t i)t/ jf >/ {)[ horses — /'oirs <>1 jewels — fliainsoi 
nold — stiids ol silver : or, as our text has it — a lU Noni: 
oi" myrrh : that is, sueh a ctMn[)<>sit ion, wluu'e all the 
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ingredients harmonize : such as. securing the con- 
science \ commands the assent of mankind : such as 
irnforcc^s the laws of men by immortal sanctions, and 
Mich as ])roduces no war ])ct\veen reason and ieeling 
— between beauty and truth, between the citizen and 
the ( ^uistian — between the conscience and the heart. 

Thus it is important in every case of reforming the 
sentiments or manners of men, to present a true phit- 
form. commanding at once the assent of the under- 
standing and the warmest admiration of the affec- 
tions ; and tliis perhaps is what Paul meant when 
be said, Finalhj. Brethren, ivhatsoever ihhigs are 
fnfe, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, irliatsoevcr things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovehj, whatsoever things are of good re- 
port : if there be any virtue and if there he any praise^ 
thin/: on these things. 

Let us ilbistrate tliis priiiciple ])y a few striking 
instances derived from history. Let us hei'm with 
jikilosophy. Here v:c shall all agree, for here our 
judgment is inijiedeJ by tlie fewest prejudices. 

ft is well known in ancient times that all the 
celestial motions were explained on the Ptolemaic 
theory. That theory was almost natural and neces- 
sary in tlie infnicy of science. It assumed that the 
(Tirth stood still and all the ])lanets and stars moved 
JTonnd it. It v;as a long time before ])hiloso{)hers 
<'ould so i\\v al)stra<U tliL'U* reason iVom their senses 
as to distinguish between a|)[)arent and real motion. 
Tliey saw that the lieavens seemed to move, and 



ihoy felt thai the earth seemed to stand still, and it 
was a first postulate with them that iu order to begin 
to reason they must fjrst trust their sight. " The 
explanation of the celestial motions which naturally 
occurred to those wlio began the study of the heavens^ 
was, tliat the stars are so many luminous points fixed 
in tlie surface of a sphere, liaving the earth in its 
centre and revolving on an axis passing through that 
centre in the space of twenty-four hours. When 
it was observed that all the stars did not partake of 
this diurnal motion in the same degree, but that 
some were carried slowlv^ towards the east, and that 
their ])aths, estimated in that direction, after certain 
intervals of time, returned into themselves, it was 
believed tliat the 3/ vvore fi.xed in the surfaces of 
sj)lieres, which revolved westvv^-rd more slowly than 
the sDheres of the fixed stars. These spheres must 
])e trans})arent, or made of mere crystaline substance^ 
and h'.!nc<^ the name of the crystaline s])heres, by 
which they \V(\re dist inun islied. Tliis system, though 
it isi'i^w more complicated in proportion, to the num- 
ber and variety ol" the phenomena observed, was the 
system of Aristotle m\d EucloxuS; and with a few 
ex(^.<^pt!0]is. oi'all the philoso])hers of antiipiity.""' 

Now with respect to this system, two things were 
intn'itiihly true ; itnnist grow inore coni[)lex on longer 
observation ; iu\d, second^', it was snr(^ to be over- 
thrown when, these, ohsorvations l)ecame com])lete. 
Mvery time a thijiking man raised his eye to the 
heavens, it was in danger; it was like a broad bnild- 

l'i;n i;riv's niss(M t;itior . 
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iijg, on a narrow foundation ; the more you exalt and 
expand tlie top, it totters and falls at last by its own 
leanings. The truth was, it presontod to the intel- 
lectual Avorld a false platform. It explained some 
liiingS; but not all. li v\'as ill compacted, and not 
niado UD of harmonious iusredients. It was not a 
bundle of inyrrli ; it was only a few ingredients of 
that precious plant ; and when its weakness vv'as 
once detectedj it was sure to be as heartily hated 
and despised, as it was formerly embraced and loved. 

The same remark may be made of the ideal theory 
wluch once prevailed among a portion of the old 
philosophers. I have not time to develop either the 
beauty or deformity of this system, (for it had both :) 
suffice it to say, that its aim was, to explain the oper- 
Jitions of nature by the harmony and connection of 
ideas ; that is, you must take a central idea and build 
a system on it, just as in arithmetic, you take unity 
and repeat it, to obtain the idea of numbers ; and from 
numbers you derive all the rules of aritinnetic and 
aU the operations under these rules. They supposed 
that the material world was shadou^y and rude ; it 
was a kind of mas([uerade ; water thickened into 
earth, was rarified into air, and air was resolved into 
iire : all natui'e was runnimr in a circh.'. and she herself 
A\'as a I'uiiitive slave : no observation was certain 
and no science vv'as fixed. You iuusi l^o to ideas ; 
these were lixed — certain — (.)bjects cf knowledge and 
sources of light; and it was by their agreement that 
v.'e must fnid our system. xNow such a ]jlatform was 
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.sure (0 foil : it was omy partially true ; it could no^ 
stand tlie test of observation and it was siu'e to give 
place to [>acon\s system, (which is itself still a par- 
tial one.) that man is the minister and interpreter of 
nature, and must derive all Ids knowledi^c of the Uni 
verse ironi material experiments. 

In reh'gion we see thio same error. History is full 
of examples. The system has either failed by not 
meeting the convictions of men for the want of a 
good ])latfbrD.i, or wliat is still worse, it has saddled 
on mankind a galling delusion, wliich, under the 
name of light, has only increased tlicir darkness. In 
forming this ])latform, fwo (piestions are important, 
i^^irst, wliat will command their assent ? and secondlyy 
wliat will be lasting in its beni:rn influence and in its 
sure cojiviction? Here Vv^c see the divinity of the 
Christian faitli; \vc si^e at once the secret of its 
blessed ])0\ver and its long success. It was a bundle 
of myrrh, and tlierelore the cliurch coidd say — he 
shall lie all niuht near mv heart : — that is, it was a 
collection of truths as divine in their composition as 
they were in their indivitlnnl state ; and through the 
loni^ niiriit o\' tlie middle aires, when |)]iiIosophy was 
per\('rt{:(l ;md (rutii v.'iis ahmost lost, these trntliscon- 
tiiuK^l to shine not on!\' as sinule stars but as a 
uliMMous ('(insie'kil ir^n. (.'nl i^dileninir the terrestrial eve 
i>y :\di)V\\\\\i: tlio hea\'ens and guiding iVail mortals 
to the colcsl inl {'lovaiioii in v/hich tlun' shone. The 
truth is, they nn^t maiTs wlnMe nature ; they ex- 
liausted the strength even of divine invention ; they 
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were the fullness of God. They left none of onr 
moral powers iiii exercised or untouched : and they 
stand as a model of that fullness and truth which 
\vc sliould all aim at, Avhcncver we wish to enlighten 
ourselves, or lead mankind. 

vSiicli is Clu'istianitv in its oriiirinal state. It is a 
":^ysteni ; a full system ; a glorious system ; a lasting 
system ; apples of i^'old in pi dares of silver. Bnt 
the fault of men lias been — not as has been most ab- 
surdly said — in having a system ; but in forming a 
v;rong, or defective system ; in leaving out some 
great truth needful to tlie harmony of tlic wliole, or, 
in putting in some falsehood that was injurious, or 
destructive of the whole. Before Luther's day, it was 
law, free agency, human power : and on these par- 
tial truths, Vvdiich left alone became absurd errors, 
was built ihe vast structure of ritual religion, penances 
and austerities, vvhich liid the simple gospel for ages — 
•uid, in jyutlier's day, though he presented a better 
platform, yet, f. tiiinic, it was hardly a complete bundle 
of myrrh. Some sj)rigs, { fear, of the aromatic plant 
were leit out. The doctrine of sovereignity ; of a 
divine jiurpose, c\i al)sorbirjJi; decrj^e, was too siromily 
])resented : //i^^^ eiement, which \6 really iii the Bible, 
was too exclusively insisted on. Tiie jiroportions of 
trmhs v/ere distorted. ] [(nice, in that aiie, ianaticism, 
and. in a later age, ArininiLmism, were uevelo})ed ; and 
what wo ]:eed now is, not only truth, Init irulli 
rigiitly divided: ])laced in its true ])roj)orlion and 
its })roper ; in one v/ord, the divine ])latforiii, 



whicli sanctifies the nature, and, linally, will coni- 
niaiul tlie assent of mankind. 

i have hitherto illnstrated this fact lioth in pliih)s- 
ophy and in I'eii^^ion. ^^lany more exani[)!es inigiit 
])(.) Lnveii. Let us now approaeii a more critical sub- 
j(x;t — a theme on udiich I must forestall your pa- 
tience and candor — for which I lione the already 
idlcired instances have in some degree })repared the 
"\\'a,y. 

Von. hnve a ]:'0nd io cross — you are j)re|)ariiig a 
ral't. and you v/isli it to hioid toijetlier until it has 
Ijorne youon the surface over those ])rofou.n.d recesses 
where your siiddng must prove your destruction. 
Sui'(!lv nov/ it is importanl iliat tlio rait should he of 
good materials and well put togetlicr, so that it may 
not nru't in the middle of your passacxe. and leave you 
to danger and ruin in tiic hour of your utmost need. 
Tho r,oiid may ])e calm and smootli when you be^in 
your ])assag(\ .Xot a clou.d may darken the sky : not 
:i ])r(^at]i may hlow — hut hel\>re your course is fm.- 
ished the weather may ciian^(\ i\\c winds may iVeshen. 
th(i waves may aris(.J, ami it may rcjuire all your 
skill to ri.!ach the larther sid(\ Pray let yi)ur raft he 
constructed oi' good materials. j"yoo to it that you, 
do not h:ive water-soaked heains. or I'otten loe;s, or 
any liuht nuittors Vv'hich tiie wind UKiy ])loVv^ avv^ay. 
Of ilir walcr uiay v.-a.sh from beneath your hjet. It 
\\'(;idd bo a UK-si iiisii'nct ivo ii::>[ory to rouite all tlic; 
;;aii!t's and con d iinat ions ot iiuMi that ha,Vv' betni no- 
.s^-! tor want of a ^iuul platihrni, .Ahnost (wory party 
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has some truth and presents to the world some 
i)]ausil)ililies. but thcv often mix in some fatal ma- 
terials th.tit eat out all tlie rest : just as in the drawer, 
where the kidy keeps her liuest dresses, there may 
be a [)hia[ of vitriol, which breaj^s and consumes all 
her ij^arments. 

In ancient Home, there was a tiiiie when the 
Senate ruled : the aristocracy were tlie sovd of the 
nation ; and they jfresented to tiie ])eo|)[e what th-ey 
caUed a ^ood niatibrm. it vras siv'iUfullv selected : it 
ibr a time liid its erroj's ; it was ibr a while [/artialiy 
received by the people. But it proved a very bad 
tliiiig in the end. It was so rotten ai last that eveii 
its iriends could not stand on it. li had mdeed 
some noble materials in it. But do von not know ; 
liave von not seen in vour own observation, that a 
building, some of v\'b.ose tbnibers are solid oalc, may 
vet fall by Inivini:; weaker matter nnxed with it ? A 
siiip may sink ])y tlie springing of a single ])lank. 
Tiiere was a time wlien tlie Senate was the nn,tion ; 
they ])aid tlie taxes, raised tlie arniy, concpiered the 
im. saved tlie nation ; and it seemed naturid and just 
liiat tlie conquered lands siionld beloirg to tliem, 
'i'hey took tiiem at a small (juit-rent ; and they were 
lianded doVvUi iVonn lather to son. Tliey were pub- 
he ])ro}ierty, let to tlie nobles at a hfUg indcdhiite 
]'!ase. All this worked toleraldy well wlnhj the Sen- 
ate was the centra! Y"^^^^^^"^- -'^''^ bidiold ! a sileiit 
cliange is wrought iii t-ie natmn : a iiew power 
Sj)riiej:s n]>. Tli*^ cormnotis Ivm-oiu" im}M^]'l;mt. Thov 
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are the life and tlie soul of the nation; they fight 
the hattlcs, and constitute the armies and iniy the 
taxes ; and they soon demand an a!2:rarian law; that 
is. they demand to sliare in the henefit of rentinij 
these ])n]die lands. The snhjcct has heen. greatly 
misunderstood. An agrarian law was not an inva- 
sion of private property, as has sometimes been rep- 
resented ; but a claim whicli they considered found- 
ed in abstract justice to share in the division of that 
pro[)erty for which they ho.d fought and some of 
them died. But the other party still continued to 
cling to the old ])latform. They talked about the 
Constitnl ion, and compact, and the Union, and sacred 
engagements ; but they could not reason people out 
of their moral sentiments. The everlasting rules of 
justice were against tliem ; and they v/ere finally 
overthrown ; not by the arms of Caesar, or tlie force 
of political opposition; but because, like the giants of 
old, tlievvainlv attempted to war with Keaven. 

Th(^ old cavali(M's, in the time of Charles ][, were 
men of some wisd(^m and some ])Ower. It has often 
Ix'cn said that th.e sabre or the pen must govern men ; 
and tliat the sabrt^ has tlie most innnediate imd the 
])c.\{ in(\st lastitig inihienc(\ l^oth these ]iowers 
siH'med to l)e with the old royal pnrly; and as they 
IkuI just won a victory over their oj)|)onents, and rep- 
r(>s(:ntcd them as visionaries and i'miatics: as tliey 
iKul nil llu; treasin'es of tiie nation at their com- 
mand, it seemed as if their victory vrould l)e as last- 
ing ns it was complete. Hut alas! tliey presented to 
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the world a ])ad ])latform. They attempted to cross 
the lake on a raft Avliich could not hold together. 
Some of the ingredients were good ; some plausible ; 
some specious in their show, and some veneraljle for 
their antiquity . But the compound was bad ; it was 
not a bundle of myrrli ; and the Churcli could not say, 
it shall lie all ni<j:]it near to my heart. Time was 
sure to detect the falsehood and reveal the weak- 
ness of their political creed ; and they IcU as all false 
advocates have fallen, before the light of reasoii and 
the progress of truth. 

There are worms which sometimes enter the barle 
of the loftiest tree, whose silent eating is sure to 
blast its beauty and end its life. Tliere are streams 
that run beneath the loftiest walls, that undermine 
tlKiir foundation. There arc ])lague-spots on the 
face, that mark the man as a victim of the tomb, 
^rhere are tones, amidst the gentle whispers of the 
night, which sound to the discriminating ear like the 
Icnell of death. God is a holv Crod and lie will not 
tolerate tliat policy which despises justice and dis- 
solves his law. 

]My Hearers: It is Thanksgiving Day and I hope 
none of the disastrous events of the last yenr will 
impair our gratitude, or blind our eyes to the good 
things v^"e liave received. "We should remend)er i)Oth 
the sunshine and tlie cloud — nay, we shonld try to 
see tlie sunshme tln-omrh the cloud. Thus, T think, 
that most disastrous event, the failure of the potato 
cro]), great as the evil is, and hard as it bears on the 



])Oorei." section of our )3opulationj should not suppress 
our o-nU-itudo for tlie corn and the grass — tlic numcr- 
ons ixood thinu'S wc have received; and tlie recent 
election, though no doubt it has disappointed sonic 
of you: yet, 1 liopc it will not spoil your gratitude. 
1 }]oi)c it will, not even spoil your a|)pctite for your 
Tliank'sgiving diinier. I liope you "will, eat it with as 
<.rood a relish, an.d as much thankfulness as ever. 
1 am sure 1 feel quite resigned. 1 can say over the 
Lord's Prayer with as mucli heart as ever 1 did in 
niy life. — Tliy /.•lu.^doni conic^ and then tlie next pe- 
tition is, will (jo done. Some good may come 
out of our troubles ; and one good, I hope, will be, 
to teach us to be more careful vvliat timber we put 
into our platform ; for, I luold, when a party is de- 
feated, it is often, very often by their ovv'n misman- 
agement. / have coDiparrd' tiice. O niy lovc^ to a 
rompanif of Iiorscs in P haraoli s ciia riots. Thy 
r.li.ecL:s arc coincly ivil/troias of jewels : llty neck ivil/i 
chains of i!;oId. IVc •icill ina!:c l/icc borders of gold, 
'loilli slads of silver. 'While llic Idnn: siilcUi at /lis 
iable, viy spikenard scndelii forth, flic smell itiercof. 
A handle of onyrrh. is my ijeloved ■luito inc ; h.c shall 
lie all liigiil near io viy heart. 

Nc)l.)odv is more sorrv tbcUi I am for tlie late dis- 
asters ; and my sorrov.^ is very deey), for it goes up to 
tlic causes. 1 [u\i ^iOYvy that honest men sliculd 
ado'pt ;i bn.d jflalform. "W'e liavo had some tilings in. 
our public papers and speeches Avliich are perfectly 
shocicius- : wlieu we are told, for examnle, that no 
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man has a right to exercise his conscience on human 
law ; that our supreme allegiance is to the Constitu- 
tion ; that the Union is every thing ; that a poor hu- 
man victim, no matter what his injuries, is to be 
given up to the most galling oppression — -merely be- 
cause his face is too tawny exactly to suit our taste 
— that peace is to be purchased by injustice and trade 
promoted by irreligion; when these things are said, 
the party that says them deserves to be defeated, 
and let me add, they take the best measures to se- 
cure their own defeat. For justice, after all, has 
some influence over mankind. Its sentiments are 
deeply woven in the human heart. If you teach 
other doctrines you may soon be the victims of your 
own snccess. 

Mr. Burke said in one of his pieces — and he was 
no radical — that ^M)ad laws are the worst kind of 
tyranny." They are deliberate tyranny ; tyranny on 
system — not a single act, but perpetual tyranny. If 
the Southern gentlemen did but know it, the Fugi- 
tive Skive Bill is the worst thing for their cause 
that could possibly be invented. Because it keeps tlic 
system constantly before our minds ; it keeps us in 
constant irritation, and presents a spectacle which is 
always reminding us of the deformity of slavery and 
our participation in it. We are called upon to join 
in the robbery, and not share one particle of the 
spoil. We arc called upon to be disinterested vil- 
lains. Now I venture to predict tliis constant specta- 
cle will do more to alienate the two portions of the 
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country than any tiling that could be imagined. We 
cannot alter our feelings. We cannot abolish our hu- 
nianitv. We caniioi:, aiiniiiilate our conscieuce, or 
turn our hearts iulo iron. 

As the law can never v:\vc reliel' to the slave- 
owners and must produce irritation — as the most 
intelligent amongst them must know this, and Mr. 
CaUioun seems, before liis death, to liave confessed it 
— it may 1)0 asked, v/liat is the particular charm in 
this law wliich makes the Southern people so zealous 
about it? It cannot bo its direct utility: for thev 
must know the relief will be vcrv small. AVhat then 
is the motive? I strongly suspect it is to degrade 
us — to make us come down from om' hiizh moral 
ground. Every body knows tliey liave borne our 
renroacb(\s with great impatience. They have called 
us fanatics, liyj^ocrites, sentimentaHsts, ])retendcrs to 
nuM'ahty, and dissembltn's in religion. ?u')w if they 
cnn only make u.s participate in the crime of slavery, 
it v\'i!l 1)0 a great relief to them. And v/hat can be 
a <i-reater ])articipation tlian coolly submittin.i^ to the 
oilice of catching their negroes Vv'lienever tliey run 
away ? It seems to tliem to be a noble act, because 
it is (h^nc; frt^m t'uc })ni'e love of oppression. They 
deli'-iht to see us tinis (MUoIov* d. 

Pcrimps if a st^hcr and wise man were to meet a 
s')ntl!('i'n jilanlcr Imrliiy cxnsjteratcd at the C(.)udiict 
of tli(^ North, lio Uiiuiit iiddrcss him — Vv'aiting i'or the 
c'oohn- moment, when ho nu'ght listen to reason — 
in some such languages as tLie tbllowing : 3Iy 
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friend; you are exasperated; you blame us — you 
charge us witli breaking the constitutioual com[)act, 
you say we disregard yoiu' riglits, and orir mobl sacri'd 
];roLuises. But pray consider our c.ondilion. "We 
iiavc given up our own slaves, and we have followed 
the whole civilized Vvorld in a dee]) abliorrence of 
the system. You call us fanatics ; bnt in this gen- 
erous opinion we have foUowed LockOj Sidney, 
'Viansficld, BlackstonCj Adam Smith, ?vI.ontes([uieu, 
iloiisseaU; and all the moral poets that iiave written. 
Now do you not know that it is incident to giving 
rij) the system to have a great abhorren.ce for it? 
Xothing v/ould tempt us to have slavery among 
ourselves. We should rcL^ard it as the Q'reatest evil : 
not only to the beings in bondage, but to all who 
o'vu them. Do you not then see that tlie execution 
of such a law must be very difllcuit among a people of 
such ojiinions ? We are desirous to do for you what 
Ave can. W'c value the Union and we mean to keep 
our engagemerUs. But do not you see that the strict 
execution of such a lavv^ must be always painful and 
ojteri impossible? It vvnil be evaded, interpreted, 
winked at, crept round — set aside, and eluded in 
every possible way. Hiis is inevitable ; the cause 
el' it is hiid in the verv niiture of tlTuia-s. Ao man, 
ill assisting to enforce it. can be much of a volunteer, 
'i'luui there are a })eo];ie .'.miong us — faniUics, as you 
e';i!l them — who hunestly h-elicvr! tha.t tlie law is 
•'ji|)()sed to the law of God. They thiidv it is their 
duty to resist it; and they are lilling tiie hall, the 
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vcstry-j and the press with their fervent declamation. 
'J'liey are a minority ; hut they have some influence 
on tlie public mind. What shall we do with, them? 
Shall we stop their presses, and shut up their mouths, 
and pass sedition laws, in order to preserve a despotic 
peace? This would he a dangerous i^ame to besrin, 

J. COO' 

])ecause we do not know where it would stop. 
Tliis rnii^ht introduce a civil war amonir ourselves, 
and make us all slaves in order to continue von as 
masters. VVliat then sliall we do ? We will do all 
for you that Ave can. l]ut we can't repeal the laws 
of nature : we can't alter (he constitution of things. 
We are willing to leave your own institutions to 
yourselves. We will not meddle WMth you. We 
leave you your own riglits ; and you shall con- 
linuo yoiu* system as long as you. please. But you 
mjjsi keep your slaves at home, and take care of 
thr'm ; c'uid if lliey run away, you must be content 
io 1()S(! them ; for such is the state of Xorthern sen- 
timcnt. thiit a l-'uiritive Slave ihll will Lnve vou but 
a sliadow ot' relief (.'ertainly it will not pay for the 
irritation it costs. In ;i few cas(\^. it mav be execu- 
ted ; ill iz(Mieral. it will be a dead letter: and if vou 
have any knowlediie of lunnan natiu'c. you must see 
this: i'or v/Iku'c was there ever an instance of a law 
wt'll (>.\(«cut<Ml. where nine-tenths of the ]x^oj)le liated 
th(* V(M-y prin('i})le on which it was based : ' 

r'iVcry tliinu- now is in a most simrular and confused 
slate ; old ])arti(^s are brolcen U]) and new organiza- 
tKMis are fornnng. We are to have perhaj^s first chaos 



and then order. It is a critical time. Allow rne to 
say, that it is of the utmost importance to form a 
platform which sliall shock no moral feeling, and be 
siu'c to command the assent of all the wise and 
.^^ood : and finally, of a permanent majority. I believe 
the thing is possible. In the first place, in organizing 
any body, in philosophy, religionj or politics, you 
must licive a platform ; you must stand somewhere ; 
on some solid ground ; for I cannot agree with the 
sermon preached last week,* that religion consists in 
having no system ; that Christ himself had no col- 
lected light : his religion never would have prevailed 
in the world, if it had not commanded tlie assent of 
]nankind by presenting a chain of connected truths. 
This is its glory. This is its power. And such a 
platform is necessary in combining mankind to any 
Lrreat result. They settle on principles just as the 
bees settle in svv^arms on the branches, fragrant with 
])lossoms and flowers. And I must profess my 
Urm conviction, that it is possible even at this 
excited period, to form such a platform as — if it would 
not settle all our difficulties immediately, would 
o|)cn the door to great efliciency and lasting benefits. 
Such a thing is possible. It is within the region of 
mortal wisdom and mortal hope. It is certainly within 
tlie power of God. Men are, after all, reasonable 
beings. Trutli and justice are somewhere. They 
do exist, and may be shown. O, I long to see, 1 

* At an ordination in the Pleasant Street Chnrch, Ne^^•bul•yport, Nov, 
20. 1850. 
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long to scent on the vernal gale of our hope and 
salvation, the bundle of myrrh, which the satisfied 
cornmnnity will welcome and own as destined to lie 
all night near to her heart. ;]/// beloved is nnlo vie 
as a cluster of camp hire in the mneyeirds of Eugedi. 
— A cluster of campliiro. A buiidie of myrrh — you 
know what I moan. 

Wc forget the past, and yet liic past is prophet- 
ic ot the fnturc. it is a liappy tiling when men can 
be instructed from their own experience. Ever since 
my ])crsonal recollection, there has been an upper" 
crust party, who have ahvays broke down under their 
own princinles, Tliev seem to be wise men : the most 
enlightened, the best members of society, the lawyers, 
tlic mercliants, the clergy, and the men of the great- 
est leisure and the largest property : and yet they 
have admitted into their platform something whicli 
they broke down under. They were like a man at- 
tempting to carry a log too iieavy for liis sinews. 
The old federalists attempted to carry the funding 
system of Hamilton. They broke down under it. 
Then they took up the alien and sedition laws. They 
broke down under them. Tiien anotiier party* broke 
down under the bank. Twice indeed has that 
mighty burden crushed us. Then the tariff was taken 
u[), and down the })arty broicc under it. In short, you 
Mall see, upper j)arL of society, as they esteem 
iliemselves, constantlv breakimr down under some ilb 

- Xomiiially another. 



adjusted platform ; which, v/hether irue or not, was 
not strong enongh to unite the people in its support. 
So it has been : and so I suspect it will be ; and it 
is time to learn the lesson so repeatedly taught ; it is 
time to learn in all cases to anticipate the moral 
sense of the community and endeavor to meet it. 
Especially, beware of those measures which have a 
leaning towards oppression. The current of the times 
is towards freedom : and we cannot stop it. The 
poorest being," says Mr. Burke, that crawls on 
earth, contending to save itself from injustice and 
oppression is an object respectable in the eyes of God 
and man." 

The difficulties of our situation are no more than 
what is to be expected from the nature of our people. 
They are such as to awaken solicitude, but not to 
produce despair. If you dwell in a free atmosphere 
you must expect the whid sometimes to blow. 
If your window overlooks on the seashore, tlie rocks, 
you must expect to see them resisting tlie billows 
and white with the spray. Clouds will sometimes 
overspread the sim, and the earthquake will shake 
even the solid ground. Man was born for his con- 
dition ; he was born to grapple with difficulties. 
The trial that overcomes us is dreadful, but perhaps 
there is no greater motive for praise and tiiaifksglving 
than a trial which we overcome. 

1 love the Union—l would sacrifice almost every- 
thing to preserve it but truth and righteousness. 1 
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honor the coustitutioiij and 1 especially honor the con™ 
stitiition of Massacliusetts, which I was once sworn to 
preserve;* and that instrument contains this noble 
Kentiment: ''All men are born free and equal, and 
have certain natural, essential, and unalienable rights ; 
among wliich may be reckoned the right of enjoying 
and defending their lives and liberties ; that of ac- 
quiring, possessing and protecting property ; in fine, 
that of seeking and obtaining their safety and happi- 
ness." Now you must judge for yourselves. But 
my rule is, when I am cooped up between two 
contrary obligations, arising from my municipal 
standing, I shall always choose that which lies 
oil tlie side of truth and eternal justice. It was 
a maxim among the Romans,! when the judge 
found himself between two clashing obligations, to 
interpret the law on the side of freedom. Noble 
])eoplc ! Your nation has perished, and has been 
followed by a better religion and a worse conduct. 



* When chosen chaphiin to the regiment, about thirty years ago. 
f Semper in dubiis bcniguiora prccferenda sunt. 



A FORM OF PllAYER, ' 

i'^or such Christians as mean to aid in carrying into execution the 

Fugitive Slave Laio, 

O, Lord God of mercy and compassion , who Iieai- 
est the sighing of the prisoner, and loosest the bonds 
of such as are appointed to die ; who hast, in Thy 
Gospel, taken captivity captive and opened the gates 
of freedom to all mankind, — I am liable this day to 
be called to a disagreeable duty. I. am liable to be 
called on to assist in restoring a miserable fugitive to 
his bondaae, his toil and his chain. O assist me to 
perform this dreadful task. Blind my eyes to all the 
evils of his state ; may I disregard his sighs, his 
tears, and all his supplications ; may I be - enabled to 
do to him what I should wish no other being in the 
Universe to do to me ; may I assist in plunging him 
back to all the evils which he has endeavored to 
escape. May I be enabled to think that this is my 
duty ; and wilt thou rcwa.rd me for doing this duty 
in keeping me and my family from all injustice and 
oppression ; and crown our good deeds in promoting 
slavery with everlasting freedom in thy kingdom 
above; and wilt thou grant this for Jesus Christ's 
salve, who redeemed, by his precious blood, white 
men into freedom and negroes into perpetual bond- 
as^e. Amen. 



